From Cardboard to Boardroom
Steve Cohen was an avid collector before he made it big in finance, but he was interested
in an entirely different kind of art than he is known for collecting today . . .
Cardboard is a niche collectible. Among its most enthusiastic adherents were Woodrow
Wilson, Queen Noor of Syria and Truman Capote.The cardboard collectibles market has
enjoyed explosive growth in the past several years coinciding with the discovery of a trove of
cardboard encased artifacts in China, where it was first invented some time in the 15th
Century.The first commercial cardboard box was produced in England in 1817, though not
patented for use as a shipping material until December 20, 1871.
In an article in the December 1999 Interview Magazine, Steve Cohen was quoted as saying,”
The first seeds of my interest in cardboard can be traced back to an incident from my college
days as an exchange student in Europe. During a break, I purchased a Euro rail pass with the
plan to board the first train to leave whatever station I entered. In one leg of my journey
I jumped a night train from Leeuwarlon the Netherlands to Umea Sweden in some misguided
notion that I would be able to see the Artic Circle, as if it were an actual stripe of black paint
on the ground or something. I arrived in far Northern Sweden at two o’clock in the morning
in the middle of the winter. I was one of three passengers to debark and I asked the stationmaster, as he hurried me out so he could close the station for the night, to direct me to the
youth hostel. He gave me instructions in Swedish, which were useless to me, but I soon discovered that there were only a couple of main streets in the town. It quickly became apparent
that the town was locked tight for the night. I eventually found the hostel and, after ringing the
bell for ten minutes next to the sign that read, “Bell won’t be answered after 21:00,” I realized
that I needed to seek shelter as my body was beginning to ache in the harsh cold. But I literally had no options short of pounding on a stranger’s door, or breaking out a store window.
I entered a little alley to get out of the wind and found myself standing next to a glistening new
garbage dumpster. It was small, and half filled with flattened cardboard boxes.To make a long
story short, I woke up toasty warm the next morning nestled under several layers of corrugated cardboard.”
Many items in this exhibition are from the May 2003 Sotheby’s Paper Sale (the Dell box was
offered in a 2001 Skinner Science and Technology Sale and others were acquired through
various sources.) Cohen sold off a large portion of his cardboard collection in that sale as he
turned his attention to more mainstream contemporary art interests.

Foyer of Steve Cohen’s house

Steve Cohen in his parlour

LOT 167

The $68,000 Pizza

Fat Sal’s Pizza Box

Provenance

1996?
91.4 x 45.7 x 5.1 cm
Pricing on request

During a recent trip to Saudi Arabia Donald Rumsfeld was treated by his good friend,
Crown Prince Abdullah, to a surprise retirement party. Here shown enjoying a light
moment when a traditional belly dancer pulls away a shawl to reveal red, white and
blue tassels, this pizza box can be seen on the table beyond him.
The pizza (reports say one of between 20–50) was ordered at Fat Sal’s Pizzeria
in Hell’s Kitchen, New York City on the morning of the party and flown via insulated
diplomatic pouch on a private jet to Riyadh Ab Military Airport. Ferra Flynn, an
aviation analyst for Bunshahot Air, estimates the cost of transport alone to be approximately $68,000.
Abdullah (fig. 1) is known to have frequented Fat Sal’s since the mid 1990’s when his
driver first stopped in for a slice while idling his limousine as his boss shopped in midtown. Upon entering the limo the King was reported to have commented on the
exotic smell permeating the vehicle and ordered the driver to the original source.The
King’s fondness for this “American delicacy” is widely known and often lampooned in
diplomatic circles, particularly because of his habit of using his “Italian table cloth” patterned Shora as a napkin.

FIG.1 Crown Prince Abdullah

This lot includes the pizza box, a remnant of one pepperoni slice, and the Crown
Prince’s plain white State Shora (and egal) and dishdasha – both with evident
grease stains (fig. 2).

FIG.2 Shora, egal, and dishdasha

LOT 127

Blue Over You

Stop & Shop Bag

Provenance

1967
35.6 x 17.8 x 29.5 cm
Price on request

Woody Allen has had a long and distinguished career, and just how autobiographical
the content of his movies are is the source of considerable conjecture. Well, from the
“life is stranger than fiction” department we are proud to present Paint in a Bag.
In late 1967, while married to his second wife, Louise Lasser, Allen was diagnosed with
agoraphobia. Disdaining medication, Allen devised several novel remedies to soothe his
affliction, including painting everything in the couple’s apartment green and blue, in an
attempt to simulate the outdoors.
The photo at right, taken by Lasser and included in her 1977 autobiography, “Laminated Woody,” clearly shows the Stop & Shop bag that Mr. Allen dumped the paint can
into, upon being startled by Lasser, in a vain attempt to cover up his actions.The entire
episode was allegedly a source of amusement for the couple, though they divorced
in 1968.

Louise Lasser

LOT 213

Wine Box from Eric Trump Bar Mitzvah

Grgich Hills Wine Box

Provenance

1997
42.3 x 17.2 x 36.6 cm
Price on request

As a very public figure, Donald Trump has always been the target of many frivolous
lawsuits. One of the most notorious suits from the 1990’s was Sugob v.Trump (1997),
filed after Sugob “Bif ” Erujrep, a charismatic and handsome Bangladeshi immigrant
infamous for ingratiating himself with the wealthy in the European and American party
circuits, claimed to suffer from anaphylactic shock after ingesting wine with a high
sulfite content.
The alleged event occurred at the party celebrating the Bar Mitzvah of Eric Trump, son
of “The Donald” and Ivana Trump. Sugob, an invited guest of Trump’s sister, Ivanka,
claimed that the wine served was a 1996 Manischewitz which had been surreptitiously
poured into the empty bottles of a more expensive wine. Sugob, an asthmatic, could
not produce any medical records supporting his claim other than a receipt for the
purchase of Benadryl tablets the next day.
Among the items entered into evidence were this photograph and box.The photograph purports to show a member of the catering staff caught in the act of switching
bottles, having “opened the bottom of the crate in an attempt to cover up his actions,”
according to the transcripts from the trial. Sworn testimony of the waiter indicated
that the bottle pictured was the only one of its type present at the affair, and it was
intended for the kiddush cup used in the ceremony.
The suit was thrown out of court, and Sugob was subsequently arrested on charges
of underage drinking and immigration violations. Sugob pled “no contest” and was
deported to his native Bangladesh.

LOT 183

“Contra-diction?”

Fedex Box

Provenance

1986?
inscribed “FH-ON”
31.2 x 7.6 x 55.9 cm
Price on request

The Iran-Contra Affair was the biggest political scandal of the 1980’s. Several members of the Reagan Administration were involved in a clandestine plan to sell military
weaponry to Iran, an avowed enemy of the U.S., in order to funnel the proceeds to
the Contras, an anti-communist guerrilla group in Nicaragua.
A central figure in the debacle was Colonel Oliver North. On November 21, 1986
North ordered his secretary, Fawn Hall (fig. 1), to help shred documents related to the
plot (an instruction for which he was ultimately tried and convicted.The conviction
ultimately was thrown out.)
Among the items seized in a Federal raid on North’s office on November 23, 1986
was a Fedex box with inscriptions seeming to indicate that it had been passed from
Hall to North. In cooperating with the prosecutors in exchange for immunity from
prosecution, Hall had testified that the only documents she had removed from the
Executive Office Building had been stuffed into her boots and skirt

FIG.1 Fawn Hall

Twenty years later, with the release to the public of all records from the trial, a videotape of Col. North speaking with Ms. Hall on November 22 (Fig. 2: Still photo from
video) shows the same box in Col. Nor th’s car. The box evidenced signs of excessive
use despite its lack of any airbill, raising the question, “What was in the box and how
was it used?” Could there be still uncovered secrets pertaining to the whole “affair’’?

FIG.2 Oliver North

LOT 51

JFK Jr. and Noah’s Ark

Noah’s Ark
Wardrobe Box

Provenance

1997
165.1 x 114.3 x 20.3 cm
Price on request

During a brief period of strife in his marriage to Carolyn Bessette, John F. Kennedy Jr.
was forced to move from the couple’s Tribecca loft to a friend’s apartment in the
Flatiron district of New York City, close to the midtown offices of his then fledgling
endeavor, George magazine. Rumors about the couple’s troubles swirled during this
period, but this photo suggests that JFK Jr. had brought along mostly work clothes to
his temporary new digs.
Reportedly that same night, a homeless man removed the large flattened box from a
pile of cardboard to be recycled outside of the apartment building for use as a shelter.
The next morning, upon leaving the building, Kennedy remarked to the building superintendent that the man sleeping next to the entrance of the building was using the
box he had discarded the previous evening.The super, Ariel Duzio, recovered the box
and told its story to his wife, Dolly, who happened to work as a housekeeper for the
New York galleryist, Marianne Boesky. Dolly relayed the story to her employer who in
turn confirmed the provenance of the story through Judith Reagan, a mutual friend of
hers and Kennedy. Eventually she placed the box in the collection of Steve Cohen.
The box is in surprisingly good condition and, although it has received no restoration,
it has been fumigated.

Carolyn Bessette Kennedy

Lot 77

Out of Fashion

Kostami Tsumachi
Shopping Bag

Provenance

1969-1970
40 x 33.7 x 15.2cm
Price on request

The House of Tsumachi was rapidly on its way to becoming Japan’s largest couturier
in the 1960’s when everything came to a crashing halt. An early investor in the
company was Grant Tinker, the television producer who was married to Mary Tyler
Moore.Together, the couple formed MTM Productions - a company recognized today
for introducing many groundbreaking innovations in the television medium. One of
those ideas was the first instance of a “product placement” situated within a broadcast
show - (until then sponsors were always identified as such.)
Although it is not known if there was a specific financial arrangement,Tinker saw to it
that Mary was holding a Tsumachi shopping bag during the opening sequence of the
show.The show originally aired in 1970, and all went smoothly for the maiden episode.
Tsumachi acknowledged an immediate bump in interest at his flagship U.S. store in
Seattle, and there was no outcry from the public against the blatant commercialization
of program content.
But everything changed abruptly six days after the airing of the show.Ted Knight (born
Tadeusz Wladyslaw Konopka), who played the supercilious anchorman on the show,
was asked in an interview with Dick Cavett the evening before the second episode
was to be aired about the bag that Mary was holding in the now iconic scene where
Mary tosses her beret up into the sky. Apparently betraying a secret held amongst the
production crew, Knight referred to the couturier as, “Cost-me-too-much-e.”

Tsumachi

The fallout was immediate and harsh.Tsumachi demanded the opening sequence be
re-shot without his bag, and his relationship with Tinker quickly devolved into bitter
acrimony. As is well known, the rest is history. His empire in free fall as the result of
becoming the butt of international joking in the haute-couture community,Tsumachi
took his own life in February of 1971 by plunging a knitting needle through his heart.
Knight publicly apologized for his funny-man remark, and is said to have carried the
burden of the incident with him until his own cardiac failure in 1986.

LOT 57

Love’s Foil?

Reynolds Wrap Box
and Foil Roll

Provenance

1994
5.2 x 40 x 5.2 cm
Price on request

Kurt Donald Cobain (1967-1994) was the lead singer, guitarist and songwriter of the
Seattle-based based rock band Nirvana. Known for his abrasive and often disturbing
songwriting, Cobain is often cited among the most influential musicians of the 90s.
Nirvana’s 1991 hit, “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” initiated a dramatic shift of popular rock
music away from the dominant genres of the 1980s (glam metal, arena rock and
dance pop) and toward grunge and alternative rock.The music media eventually
awarded the song “anthem-of-a-generation” status and, with it, Cobain was labeled
a “spokesman” for Generation X.
During the last years of his life, Cobain struggled with drug addiction and the media
pressures surrounding him and his wife, Courtney Love. On April 8,1994, Cobain was
found dead in his home in Seattle. His death was ruled a suicide by self-inflicted shotgun wound to the head. Since then, the circumstances surrounding his death have
fueled much analysis and debate.

Kurt Cobain

The main proponent of the existence of a conspiracy surrounding Cobain’s death is
Tom Grant, a private investigator employed by Love after his death.The dispute
centers on the fact that there were no fingerprints found on the gun or suicide note
at the scene, and that the level of heroin in Cobain’s blood stream (purported to be
1.52 milligrams per liter) was too great a dose for Cobain to have injected himself
with and still be able to pull the trigger. Grant believes that the heroin was used to
incapacitate Cobain before a perpetrator administered the final shotgun blast. But in
2005, while doing research for his film, Kurt Cobain About A Son, AJ Schnack found
this Reynolds Wrap box in the evidence bag at a Seattle Police evidence storage
room.Tin foil, formed into a vessel, is sometimes used to cook heroin. Love’s fingerprints were identified on the box and the foil roll itself, but no cooking reservoir was
recovered at the scene.
The lot includes the box and the roll of foil.

LOT 7

Marilanna

Two Greek Diner Cups

Provenance

1953, 2001
10.2 x 8.1 cm
Price on request

While Marilyn Monroe needs no introduction, our collective fascination with her, and
celebrity in general, is one of the most potent psychological underpinnings of the
numbing of our societies’ interest in high culture.
Seen as a metaphor to this supposition, the Greek diner cup rescued from the set of
the 1953 movie, How to Marry a Millionaire, after the shooting of the famous levitating
cup scene (by a then 28 year old PA named Paul Newman - a year before starring in
his first movie), is itself iconic. It represents the shift to an “on the move,” disposable
consumer culture from the more classical traditions represented by the heavy ceramic
diner cup - itself descended from the Greek Amphora urn form - that it supplanted.
Its graphics are embraced in Pop Art iconography as “Good-Bad” or by Andy Warhol
as “Boogersnot.”
Fast forward fifty years and we see what the seeds of this fascination have sewn. Anna
Nicole Smith is famous for inventing herself as “Marilyn Monroe with half the substance, and twice the substance abuse,” as noted by Mike Mustdo of The Village Vox.
After appearing in Playboy she achieved infamy for a series of public humiliations. She
was featured on the cover of an August 1994 New York magazine entitled “White
Trash Nation.” She became famous for being famous and acts as a mentor for the likes
of Paris Hilton, Lindsay Lohan and Britney Spears.
This lot offers a fascinating symbolic representation into the relationship between the
two icons and the cultures they represented.They offer extraordinary provenances:
The Discus Thrower Coffee Cup
After his divorce from his first wife, Jackie Witte, Newman left most of his possessions
behind. Witte then packed up the couples’ remaining items and moved to a small
apartment near the lot of Warner Brothers Studios with a roommate named Phyllis
Gates. Gates was the secretary for the agent of Rock Hudson, who later married
Hudson in a ruse established to help conceal Hudson’s sexual orientation. Rumors
persist to this day that Gates herself was a lesbian. Gates later sold the cup to Isac
Rocolies, a sports and Hollywood memorabilia dealer. Joe DiMaggio was in Rocolies’
office preparing for an autograph appearance when he first noticed the cup. He
wondered why this familiar piece of “New York trash” had wound up there. When
he was informed of the provenance DiMaggio reportedly hurriedly finished up his
obligations in the office, and raced out with the cup, having bartered his services for
it. (It should be noted that rumors of DiMaggio’s obsession with Monroe had been
swirling in the two weeks that he had been in Los Angeles, and he was said to have
erected a shrine to her in a small closet adjacent to the trainer’s room in the Los
Angeles Coliseum. Geraldo Rivera later investigated that claim and determined it to
be unfounded.) DiMaggio and Monroe married January 14, 1954.
This lot includes original Lipton tea bag.

Contemporary Design Cup
Occasional amateur paparazzi photographer, John Waters, picked the cup, seen being
held by Anna Nicole Smith, out of a New York City public garbage can after her
appearance on the Howard Stern radio show. The lot includes a cigarette butt that
Smith extinguished in the cup, with traces of tobacco evident in the backwash of the
coffee inside the cup and on its rim.

Anna-Nicole Smith

Marilyn Monroe (far right), How to Marry a Millionaire

VINTAGE DELL COMPUTER PRINTER BOX, Circa 1984
Very Rare, Good Condition
Michael Dell started Dell Computer in his college dorm room in 1984. It has grown into the world’s largest PC company with
annual sales of over $33 billion. Forbes has listed Michael Dell as America’s fourth wealthiest man with personal assets of more
than $16 billion.
Initially, Dell had focused on the lucrative printer market, but abandoned that plan (until September of 2002 in collaboration with
Lemark.) However, in the early stages of development, two prototypes for the Dell 2100 Bubble Jet Printer were manufactured,
and only one prototype for its packaging was made. (One of the two original printers is known to exist, and was sold at the
Skinner Spring 2004 Technology Auction for $78,000. Its serial number does not match the one on this box, leading to the
speculation that the matching printer to this box would be valued in excess of $250,000.)
Offered here is the original prototype for the packaging of the D2100. In technical terms it is called a “dummy” as it was
assembled and printed by hand, as only a full production run would have justified automation. In addition to many noteworthy
physical attributes the box has a sensational documented provenance.
Attributes:
• Magenta rich dye lot (Dell spent over one year and $600,000 developing and market testing their logo [PMS 613D] and it is
now one of the most fiercely controlled and protected trademarks in the world.)
• Hand rolled printing (overages and spillovers)
• “™” sign on all four sides of box indicated in16pt. Current logo features 14pt and 20 pt.
• Finger punch “handle” omitted on one side
PROVENANCE
The box is known to have been in the possession of Michael Dell for at least eight months in 1982-1983. A complete set of his
left hand’s fingerprints is preserved in the tape on the bottom of the box, as well as the prints from two digits of his right hand. In
addition, forensic testing of an eyelash found preserved in the adhesive of the tape were found to match DNA structure of Dell’s
relatives, and contain trace amounts of marijuana.
The box is known to have then been shipped to Dell’s contemporary in California, Bill Gates. Though the shipping label has been
removed and is believed to have been destroyed, a correspondence from Dell to Gates (In a private collection – reproduction
rights denied) indicates that Dell was interested in Gates trying the printer in conjunction with the QDOS operating system he was
testing on a new machine for IBM.
It is thought that Gates rejection of Dells’ solicitation was the instigating factor in his turning his attention to personal computers.
A photograph of Gates in his office exists with the box in full view.
Esoterica
The cardboard collectibles market has enjoyed explosive growth in the past several years coinciding with the discovery of a trove
of cardboard encased artifacts in China, where it was first invented some time in the 15th Century. The first commercial cardboard box was produced in England in 1817, though not patented for use as a shipping material until December 20, 1871.

